Shepherd Lifestyle Covenant

Allentown Presbyterian Church

Because we know that our lives will teach the next generation far more than our words will…

We will strive to live before God, our families, and our young people in a way that honors Christ with our words, attitudes, and actions.

We will seek to grow in our love for God by practicing spiritual habits that can serve as examples to our youth. We know that these habits will look different for each person. But we will challenge each other to live out each of the following practices in some way, big or small: 

a. Setting aside regular time to talk with God.
b. Cultivating relationships that strengthen our faith and don’t draw us away from God.
c. Soaking ourselves in Scripture.
d. Worshipping with a church family.
e. Participating in spiritual formation, either in Sunday School, a Bible Study or a Fellowship group.
f. Giving of our time, resources, and money to further God’s work in the world.
g. Serving those who may never be able to serve us in return.
We will seek to live with integrity and faithfulness by:
a. Building healthy relationships with our families and friends.
b. Encouraging faithful relationships, including fidelity in marriage, trustworthiness in committed relationships, and chastity in singleness.
c. Setting our minds on “whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, and whatever is admirable,” (Philippians 4:8) and therefore speaking edifying words, lifting up actions of kindness, and sharing works of beauty and goodness, while avoiding complaint, gossip, profanity, bullying, and pornography.
d. Modeling respect for our bodies by resting, playing, and loving who we are, while consuming alcohol in moderation according to the lawful limits, refusing to serve alcohol to minors, and avoiding the use of illegal drugs or misuse of legal drugs.
We will seek to make our homes and vehicles safe places by:
a. Being supportive of parents’ values concerning the appropriateness of movie ratings (PG-13 and R-rated) for their under-aged children.  (We do not show clips of go to R-rated movies with students under age 18.

b. Being particularly attentive to driving the speed limit when transporting children and insisting all passengers wear seatbelts.
c. Committing to never texting and following all laws as they pertain to cell use while operating a motor vehicle.
d. Protecting our home from inappropriate material on the internet by using an online screening service or by closely monitoring the computer use of all children and youth in our home.

We will support and encourage each other as a shepherd team by:
a. Fully participating in regular team meetings, trainings and fellowship events.
b. Making every effort to be at youth group every week.
c. Accepting responsibility for the youth assigned to our care and the tasks entrusted to us

d. Building friendships with youth and parents touched by the APC youth ministry, both inside and outside of Crossroads.
e. Welcoming all who come into Crossroads. 

f. Serving as an early communication system for the youth staff, alerting the staff about youth who might need extra care.
g. Celebrating and mourning with youth and their families in moments of triumph and grief.
h. Participating in non-youth group youth ministry activities as time allows.
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